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could not find fault with it. This Soviet proposal of the 6th February,
and the later drafts which were drawn on the basis of it, are dealt
with below in other chapters, in connexion with the rest of the Dis-
armament Conference's work.1 In the meantime, the Soviet Govern-
ment continued assiduously to nurse the seed which they had thus
sown.
Their next step was a public declaration of conversion to the anti-
revisionist standpoint in regard to the territorial terms of the Peace
Treaties. The declaration took the form of a series of articles by
Monsieur Radek which appeared in the Moscow Izvestia between the
12th May and the 24th and which were couched in the Communist
equivalent of biblical language; but neither the tone nor the form
of the declaration detracted from its political importance.2 The gist
of the declaration is contained in the following extract:
The way to revision of the predatory Versailles Peace leads through a
new world-war. Discussion of revision is the smoke-screen behind which
Imperialism prepares the most terrible and ruthless war that the human
brain can conceive, a war by comparison with which all the horrors of
the Imperialistic War of 1914-18 will pale. . . . The mere fact that
revision of the Versailles Treaty is linked up with the victory of Fascism
shows how much this revision could reckon with the interests of the
masses of nations which are regarded by the Fascisti as 'lower',3
In this declaration, the Soviet diplomacy effectively prepared its
ground; and a few weeks later, after the adjournment of the General
Commission of the Disarmament Conference on the 8th June, 1933,
Monsieur Litvinov succeeded in extracting a political harvest from
the unpromising soil of the World Economic Conference in London.
At this diplomatic gathering of delegations from no less than
sixty-four countries, Monsieur Litvinov found representatives of all
the states that had become parties to the Moscow Protocol of the
9th February, 1929, for the implementation of the Kellogg-Briand
Pact. Monsieur Litvinov now proposed that the Soviet Union and
the other parties to the Moscow Protocol should repeat their previous
gesture of anticipating, as between themselves, the general carrying
1 See pp. 234, 245-6, 278 seqq. below.
a It may be noted, for example, that the uncomplimentary reference to
Fascism in the passage from one of Monsieur Eadek's articles which is quoted
below was written immediately after the ratification of the two Eusso-German
agreements on the 5th May, 1933, at Moscow (see p. 180 above); and that it
was followed, before the end of the calendar year, by the signature, at Eome,
on the 2nd September, 1933, of an Italo-Soviet Pact of Friendship, Non-
Aggression, and Neutrality. In December 1933, Monsieur Litvinov paid a
visit to Italy and had a cordial reception.
3 English translation in The Bidletin of International News, vol. x, No. 4,
17th August, 1933.